CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (IRELAND) BILL 
(WHITEBOY ACTS). 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable Tlie House of Commons, 
dated 12 April 18H7j— /or, 

COPY “ of Statement of the Offences Punishable under the Whiteboy 
Acts, and the Acts Amending the Whiteboy Acts and the Appointment 
of Resident Magistrates.” 


— I. — 

THE OFFENCES PUNISHABLE UNDER THE WHITEBOY ACTS. 


The Acts commonly called the Whiteboy Acts are — 
15 & 16 Geo. III. c. 21 (Ir.). 

17 & 18 Geo. HI. c. 36 (Ir.). 

27 Geo. III. c. 15 (Ir.). 

1 & 2 Will. IV. c. 44. 


15 & 16 Geo. III. c. 21 (Ir.). 

An Act to prevent and punish tumultuous risings of Persons within this 
Kingdom, and for other purposes therein mentioned. 


Whereas it has frequently happened of late years in different parts of this Riotous 
Kingdom, that several persons ctdling themselves W hite Boys and others as assembling of 
well by night as in the day time have in a riotous, disorderly, and tumultuous 
manner assembled together, and have abused and injured the persons, habita- 
tions, and properties of many of His Majesty’s loyal and faithful subjects, and ?a"ki^gbSand 
have taken and carried away their horses and arms, and have compelled them arms, compelling 
to surrender up, quit, and leave their habitations , farms, and places of abode 
and have with threats and violence imposed sundry oaths and solemn declara- 
tions contrary to law, and solicited several of His Majesty’s subjects by threats ?h7eai anT°“'’ 
and .promises to join with them in such their mischievous and iniquitous incendiary letters, 
proceedings, and have also sent threatening and incendiary letters to several 
persons to the great terror of His Majesty’s peaceful subjects, and have also 
destroyed mills, granaries, and storehouses provided for the keepins: of corn Tal 
* * * # 


II. If any person or persons from and after the First day of March One 
thousand Seven hundred and Seventy-six, being a' ned with any fire-arms, 
firelock, pistol, or any offensive weapon or weapons v atsoever, or having his^ 
her, or their face or faces, body or bodies, disguised in n’’ manner whatsoever, 
or wearing any particular badge, dress, or uniform n sually worn by him; 
her, or them upon his, her, or their lawf^ul occasions, oraosuming any particular 
name or denomination not usually assumed by His Majesty’s subjects upon their 
lawful 

[a] 'Hie concluding part of the and the enactins part of section 1 relate to 6 Geo. III. c. 8 fir) 

whicn IB rep. by Stat. Law Rev. (I.) Act 1879. These parts are here omitted. ^ 

1 fifi. A 
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Said offences 
between sunrise 
and set. 


If any persons to 
the number of 12, 
meet in an un- 
lawful and riotous 
manner, and do 
not disperse when 
required by a 
justice of peace, 
&c., in one hour, 
deemed felons. 


2 STATEMENT OF THE OFFENCES PUNISHABLE 

lawfal occasions, shall rise, assemble, or appear by day or by night to the terror 
of His Maiesty’s subjects; every person so offending, being thereof lawtully 
convicted upon indictment; shall be adjudged guilty of an high misdemeanor, &c. 

Sections 3 and 4 are repealed by 1 & 2 Will. IV. c. 44, s. 1. 

V If any person or persons shall after the hour of six in the forenoon, the 
sun 'beinsr risen, and before sun set, commit any of the offences last herein 
before mentioned, he, she, or they so offending, shall, on conviction thereof, &c. 
***** 

Section 6 enacts that justices, sheriffs, and other peace officers may, taking 
the necessary assistance, apprehend and disperse all persons engaged in such 
Climes. 

Section 7 is repealed by 7 Will. IV. and 1 Viet. c. 23, s. 1. 

Sections 8 — 13 relate to presentments for compensation. 

Section 14 relating to offences committed before 1st December 1775 has 
expired. 

Section 15 is repealed by 1 &. 2 Will. IV. c. 44, s. 1. 

Section 16 is an indemnity for witnesses. . 

Section 17 is repealed by 1 & 2 Will. iV. c. 44, s. 1. 

Section 18 is as to presentments. 

Sections 19 Sc 20 are repealed by 1 & 2 Will. IV. c. 44. 

Section 21 “ail and every person and persons who shall by force, violence, 
“ or menace, unlawfully impose or tender any oath on any book, or m any other 
“ manner, any solemn engagement on or to any person or persons, shall on 

" conviction thereof, &c. * * ' . ^-wi 

“ not be necessary in any indictment for said offence to set forth .the said oath 
“ or oaths or solemn engagements particularly.” 

Section 22 relates to summoning and examining witnesses. 

Section 23. Every person who by sound of drum, horn, musick, fire, shouting, 
or other signal, shall knowingly excite, encourage, or promote such unlawful 
meetings as aforesaid shall be guilty of a high misdemeanor. 

Accessories may be convicted, though the principals be not taken or con- 
victed. 

Sections 24-29. Warrants, recognizances, savings, &c. 


17 & 18 Geo. III. c. 36. 

Section 8. Extends the Act 16 & 16 Geo. III. c, 21, to cities and counties of 
cities. The rest of the Act is repealed by Stat. Law Rev. (1.) Act, 187 


27 Geo. III. c. 15. 

An Act to prevent tumultuous risings and assemblies and for the more effectual 
punishment of persons guilty of outrage, riot, and illegal combination and 
of administering and taking unlawful oaths. 

For the further prevention of tumultuous risings and assemblies, and for the 
neve adequate and effectual .punishment of persons guilty of outrage, not, 
tnd illegal combination, and of administeritig and taking unlawful oaths 
. * # * * if any persons to the number of twelve or more 

reing unlawfullv, riotously, and tumultuously assemltled, to the disturbance of . 
he public peac^ at any time after the Twe...y-iifth day of March One thimsand 
Seven hundred and Eighty-seven, and being required or commanded, m the 
King's name, by anyone or more iustice or justices of the peaces or .0,7 
sheriff of the county, or his under-sheriff, or by the mayor, sheriff, bailiff or 
bailiffs, or other head officer or justice of the' peace of any city or town corporate, 
where any such rising or assembly shall be, by proclamation to be made m^the 
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UNDER THE WHITEBOY ACTS, &c. 3 


Kinsi’s name, in the form hereinafter directed, to disperse themselves and depart 
to their liabitations, shall, to the number of twelve or more, notwithstanding' 
such proclamation made as aforesaid, unlawfully, riotously, and tumultuously 
remain or continue together as aforesaid, for the space of one hour after such 
proclamation made as aforesaid, then such continuing together as aforesaid, to 
the number of twelve or more, after such proclamation made as aforesaid, shall 
be adjudged felony, &c. ********** 
Section 2 . Form of Proclamation. 

III. It any person or persons do, or shall by threats, messages, or with force, 
wilfully or knowingly oppose, obstruct, let, or hinder any person or persons 
who shall begin t:> proclaim, or go to proclaim, according to the proclamation 
hereby directed to be made, whereby such proclamation shall not be made, then 
every such threatening, opposing, obstructing, letting, hindering, or hurting 
any such person or persons so beginning or going to make such proclamation 
as aforesaid, shall be adjudged felony, and also every person or persons so being 
unlawfully, riotously, and tumultuously assembled, to the number of twelve or 
more as aforesaid, to whom proclamation should or ought to have been made if 
the same had not been hindered as aforesaid, shall likewise in case they or any 
of them to the number of twelve or more shall continue together in manner 
aforesaid, and not disperse themselves within one hour after such let or 
hinderanoe so made, having knowledge of such let or hinderance, shall be 
adjudged felons, &c. ********** 

Section 4 . Arrest. 

***** 

Section 5 relating to malicious injuries to churches and chapels is repealed. 

VI. Any person or persons not duly qualified by law to administer oaths, 
who shall administer, or cause to he administered, or tender, or cause to be 
tendered to, of by threats, promises, persuasion, or other undue means, cause, 
induce, or procure to be taken by any person or persons any unlawful oath, or 
solemn engagement, upon’a book or otherwise, and being by due course of law 
thereof convicted, shall he adjudged guilty of felony, * * * # 

and every person who shall take any -such oath or solemn engagement as 
aforesaid, not being thereto compelled by inevitable necessity, and being by 
due course of law thereof convicted, sliall be adjudged guilty of felony * 

***** 


. Section 7 - It shall be sufficient in an indictment to set forth the general 
import of an unlawful oath, without setting out the form of words. 

VIII. If any persim or persons shall dig, erect or provide, or cause to procure 
to be dug, erected' or provided, any grave, gallows, or gibbet, or any instrument 
for inflicting bodily pain or punishment, in order to compel or induce any person 
or persons to enter into, support, maintain, or assist in any unlawful combination 
or agreement whatsoever, or in order to deter or prevent any person from 
giving evidence in any suit or prosecution, civil or criminal, or to prevent the 
collection of any lawful rates or taxes, or shall make use of any manner of force, 
or inflict or threaten to inflict any manner of bodily pain or punishment what- 
soever, or destroy or threaten to destroy the property of any person in order to 
induce or compel any person to enter into, .support, or maintain, or assist in 
any unlawful combination or conspiracy vvhatsoever, or to prevent the collection 
of any such rates or taxes, or to deter or prevent any person from giving 
evidence in any suit or prosecution, civil or criminal, or on account of any 
person’s having declined or refused to enter into any unlawful combination or 
agreement, or on account of any person’s having given evidence in any action 
or prosecution, civil or criminal, every such person, and all persons aiding, 
abetting, and assisting therein, b^iiig thereof by due course of law convicted, 
shall be adjudged guilty of felony. #*##**# 

IX. If any person shall print, write, post, publish, or knowingly circulate or 

deliver*, or shall cause or procure to be printed, written, posted, published, 
circulated or delivered any notice, letter, or message, exciting or tending to 
excite any riot, tumultuous meeting or unlawful combination or confederacy, 
every such person being by due course of law thereof convicted shall be 
adjudged a felon. * * * • 

106. ■ A 2 X. That 


Persons hindering 
tlie making such 
proclamation 
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In any manner 
causing unlawful 
oaths or engage- 
ments to be taken. 
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Unlawfully seizing 
arms, or exacting 
money or goods, 
or supplying 
horses, arms, or ' 
ammunition to 
rioters. 


Any person who 
shall compel or 
menace any one to 
quit his farm or 
employment, or 
shall assault or 
break into any 
habitation, or 
injure property or 
carry away horses, 
&e. shall be liable 
to ti'ansportalion 
or imprisonment. 


Sending threaten- 
ing notices or 
letters, &c. 
transportation or 
imprisonment. 


Breaking gaol. 


Bescuing 
prisoners, 
transportation, 
or imprisonment. 


4 STATEMENT OF THE OFFENCES PUNISHABLE 

X. That every person not lawfully thereunto authorised, who shall forcibly 
seize any arms*or ammunition belonging to any person or persons, or sliall 
forcibly or by menace or intimidation exact or levy from any person any 
contribution in money or goods, or shall by insinuation, menaces, threats, or 
violence cause any person unwillingly to deliver any arms or ammunition, or to 
send such arms, ammunition, money, or goods to any person or persons, or place 
or places, and every person who shall knowingly and voluntarily supply horses, 
arms, or ammunition to any person or persons, for the purpose of assisting any 
person or persons in the execution of any of the offences in this Act mentioned, 
and be by due course of law thereof convicted, shall be adjudged a felon, 

’* * * * 

Section 11 is repealed by Stat. Law Rev. (I.) Act, 18/9. 

Section 12 enacts that every prosecution shall be within a year. The rest of 
the section is repealed by Stat. Law Rev. (I.) Act, 1879. 


1 & 2 Will. 4. c. 44. 

An Act to amend an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland, 15 & 16 
George the Third, &c. 

Section I. Repeals part of the above-mentioned Acts. 

II. ]f any person or persons, rising or assembling in the manner mentioned 

in the said recited Act of the fifteenth and sixteenth years of His late Majesty 
King George the Third, or in any other manner whatsoever, shall^ unlawfully 
compel, or by force, threats, or menaces attempt to compel any of His Majesty s 
subjects to quit his, her, or their dwelling house, habitation, farm, possession, 
place of abode, service, or lawful employment, or shall maliciously assault or 
injure the dwelling house, place of abode, or habitation of any other person or 
persons, or shall break into his, her, or their house, habitation, barn, or out- 
house, or cause any door to be opened by threats or menaces, or shall maliciously 
injure the land, goods, or chattels, or property, real or personal, of any other 
person or persons ; or take or carry away any liorse, gelding, mare, or mule, or 
any gun, sword, or other weapon, or any money or goods or chattels whatso- 
ever, without the consent of the owner, or shall cause the same or any of the 
same to be delivered to him or them by threats or menaces ; or shall in any 
manner whatsoever maliciously dig up, turn up, pull up, cut down, prostrate, 
level, demolish, or injure the lands or crops growdug or severed, or the walls, 
paling, liedges, or other fences, or the cattle, goods or chattels, ot any other 
person or persons : all and every person and persons so offending, being thereof 
lawfully convicted, shall be liable, &c. * * * 

III. If any person or persons shall knowingly print, write, post, publish, 

circulate, send, or deliver, or cause or procure to be printed, written, posted, 
published, circulated, sent or delivered any notice, letter or message exciting or 
tending to excite any riot, tumultuous or unlawful meeting or assembly, or 
unlawful combination or confederacy, or tlireatening any violence, injury or 
damage, upon any condition or in any event, or otherwise, to the person, or 
property, real or personal, of any person whatever, or demanding any money, 
arms, weapons or weapon, ammunition, or other matter or thing whatsoever, or 
directing or requiring any person to do or not to do any Act, or to quit the 
service or employment of any person, or to set or to give out any land, e%ery 
person so offending shall be liable, &c. * * 

IV. Every person or persons who shall by force or violence break open any 
gaol, prison, or bridewell, with an intention to rescue and enlarge him, her, or 
themselves, or any other prisoner or prisoner? therein confined on account of 
any offence, though the same be not capital, all and every person or persons 
who shall commit such offence, and shall be found guilty thereof, shall, &c. 

V. Every person who shall rescue any person committed by a justice of the 
peace, on a mittimus, for treason, felony, or any of the offences hereinbefore 
mentioned, punishable with transportation, from a constable or any person 
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UNDER THE WHITEBOY ACTS, &c. 5 

legally atithorised for that pui-pose, bfcfore the person or persons so committed 
shall be lodged in gaol, shall, &c. 

* * * * *• *■ 

VI. AH and every person and persons -who shall assist, abet, or succour any 
person or persons to commit any of the offences mentioned in this Act, for 
.which sentence of transportation may be awarded, or shall knowingly excite, 
encoyrage or promote, or shall solicit, ask, or require any person or persons 
whatsoever, or shall endeavour to compel or induce any person or persons to 
join in the commission of any offence mentioned in this Act, for which sentence 
of transportation may be awarded, shall, &c. 

* * * • * ^ 

Sections 7-10 relate to removal of prisoners after sentence, levying of fines, 
and miscellaneous matters of procedure, and not to offences. 


— II. — 

THE ACTS AMENDING THE WHITEBOY ACTS. 

The principal Acts amending the Whiteboy Acts are— 

5 & 6 Viet. c. 28 - [A general Act, reducing the number of capital 

felonies.] 

9 & 10 Viet. c. 24 - [A general Act, giving power to award imprisonment 
in lieu of transportation.] 

16 & 17 Viet. c. 99 - [General Acts, prohibiting transportation, and substi- 
tuting penal servitude.] 

20 & 21 Viet. c. 3. 

Penal servitude being substituted for transportation, the Acts which regulate 
penal servitude are Acts amending the Whitebov Acts. The principal are- 
16 & 17 Viet. c. 99. “ r 

20 & 21 Viet. c. 3. 

27 & 28 Viet. c. 47 . 

The Whiteboy Acts passed' by the Irish Parliament were originally temporary 
Acts. They were continued from time to time, and were ultimately made 
perpetual by 40 Geo. 3, c. 96 (I.) 


— in. — 

APPOINTMENT OF RESIDENT MAGISTRATES. 

Resident magistrates are appointed under a power conferred upon the Lord 
Lieutenant by the Act 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 13, s. 31. The section is in the 
following terms : — 

“ In any case in which it shall appear to the Lord Lieutenant or other chief 
governor or governor of Ireland, by reason of any county or county of a city or 
county of a town, or town and liberties, being in a state of disturbance, or 
owing to the absence or non-residence of a magistrate in a countv, county of a 
cit}', county of a town, or town and liberties, or in any district of any county, 
or for any other sufficient cause, to be expedient, it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the Lord Lieutenant or other chief governor or governors of Ireland by 
warrant under his or their hand and seal, to appoint during his or their pleamre 
one or more persons for any county, or for any county of a city, or county of a 
town, to be magistrates for said county, county of a city, county of a town, or 
town and liberties, or for any part or district of any county, or for any district 
consisting of any parts of any two or more, adjoining counties, or for any one 
or more barony or baronies in any county in Ireland, or for any district con- 
3 sisting 


Persons abetting 
or encouraging 
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any offence.- 
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6 OFFENCES PUNISHABLE UNDER THE WHITEBOY ACTS, &c. 

sisting of any county, and of a county of a city or county of a town, town and 
liberties, or city and county, or part oi* ])arts thereof respectively ; and from 
time to time to dismiss or remove any such magistrate at bis or their will and 
pleasure, and every magistrate who shall, on being appointed under tliis Act, 
shall on his appointment forthwith take the oaths by law required, and in such 
manner as such oaths are by law required to be taken by justices of the peace 
in Ireland, and he shall thereupon to all intents and purposes be and become a 
justice of the peace in and for the county or counties, or city or town, in and 
for which lie shall be appointed to be such magistrate as aforesaid, and also for 
each and every county at large, or county of a city or county of a town, town 
and liberties, or city and county adjoining- to or locally situate within such his 
proper county, city, or town, and shall have within such adjoining county, cityi 
or town, all the authority necessary for the due execution of this Act.” 
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